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FACTS Am REASONS. 



There has issued from the press, within a brief period, 
a pamphlet, entitled, " Thoughts on the Points at Issue 
between the Established Church and the National Board 
of Education in Ireland, by the Rev. Henry Woodward, 
A.M., &c. &c." — published in a place, and at a time, 
well fitted to serve the object or objects of the writer ; 
but whether well or ill-timed for the Church and nation, 
must depend on the good or ill character of these objects. 
As to place, it has been published in London, where 
it cannot fail to come under the eye of those in authority. 
To such it must be most well-timed and most agreeable, 
as it tends to strengthen their hands in carrying out an 
educational scheme, which many, not over scrupulous, 
admit, under its present aspect, to be at least ques- 
tionable, and will thus cheer on the hearts of any who 
might hesitate, with the voice of a clergyman of the 
Church, aged, well known, and of no mean reputation 
for piety and talent. As to time, this pamphlet has 
come forth just at that critical period, when an adminis- 
tration, avowedly Protestant and Conservative in its 
whole character and structure^ and, as such, in its very 
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essence presumed to be the friend of the Church, has 
taken a more than usually decided attitude in opposition 
to the mind of the Church, on the great subject of 
National Education. 

Under such circumstances, there may be some who 
are faltering in their past views and convictions on this 
subject. Mr. Woodward says there are many who are 
so faltering. I do not believe this to be the case. So far 
as my observation can extend, the adherents of the national 
system, among the clergy, are few and far between. But 
human nature is weak. In spite of the gentle courtesy of 
Mr. Woodward, which imputes an over jealousy of self to 
his brethren, warping their judgment and making them 
lean to the side that is against their private interests, the 
man who knows himself and knows mankind has other mis- 
givings. However meek-eyed charity may avert her glance, 
she cannot altogether hide from herself^ that there are 
such influences as self and private interest — that it is 
possible for some to feel a desire, if they could con- 
sistently, for their own sakes, or for the sake of dear 
friends and connections, sons or brothers, to be at one 
with " the powers that be" — that there may have come 
mournfully over the heart of others a murmur of that 
rumour, which, whether true or false, has been largely 
abroad, and largely believed, that the, high places of 
the Church are not for those who, in this matter of 
education, please not the men that are in the high 
places of the state — and that there is such a thing, 
too, as a desire to escape, if conscience would permit, 
from the continual drain, by parochial and other schools, 
upon the now dried-up private resources and feebly- 
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flowing incomes of the clergy, and to carry our pitchers, 
for a supply, to the overflowing fountains of the treasury. 

Now, Mr. Woodward, in this pamphlet, comes in 
to cheer the hearts, and to quiet .the scruples, of such 
anxious ponderers upon the temporal consequences of 
a continued non-acquiescence in the government plan of 
education. In the midst of one of those solemn and 
agitating conflicts of opinion, respecting a matter vital 
to the church of God, and involving the dearest and 
vastest interests, national and spiritual, by which the 
mind and heart and conscience of almost the universal 
Church of Ireland have been tried, and searched, and 
agonized to their deepest recesses — in a state of things, 
which he himself describes as ** a conflagration so fierce 
and contagious, that the most incombustible materials 
take fire" at it — Mr. Woodward suddenly comes forth 
'* firom his peaceful hiding-place," where, observe, he 
has hitherto kept himself aloof from all the details and 
practical working of the government plan and schools, 
and of all other joint education plans and schools, and, 
with the sweetest tone and most unconscious innocency 
of manner, informs such, that " he cannot see what there 
is to prevent the members of the Church Education, 
the Kildare-place, and, if there be any other society 
of kindred views, firom acting individually, in their several 
locations, under the National Board." 

Here I pause, for this after all is the argument of the 
pamphlet. I have read it over carefully. I have failed 
myself to discover any thing, like reasoning or facts in 
evidence in it. I have talked it over with some who have 
been influenced by it, and when 1 have asked them for 
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the arguments they have gathered out of it, the whole 
vis consequentm resolved itself into this, Mr. Woodward's 
personal character — " Is not Mr. Woodward one of the 
most excellent men we have, one whose long and holy 
walk of life stamps him as a truly good man ; and can we 
object to an educational scheme on religious grounds, 
when he cannot see what there is to prevent the members 
of the Church Education, or any other society of kindred 
views, from acting under the rules of the National Board." 

Now, I fully and freely concede the premises here 
pressed on me. I believe Mr. Woodward to be a truly 
good man, and I honour him as such with the largest 
honour of my heart ; but I do not therefore admit the con- 
clusion drawn from thepi. I will not on that account be 
swayed by his mere opinion, or yield up to his guidance 
^y judgment and conscience, in matters affecting the 
best interests of religion and truth. 

The argumentum ad verecundiam was never a very pre- 
vailing one with me. It is generally the last resource 
of a bad cause, and experience teaches us to suspect it. 
What erring opinion, either in doctrine or in practice — 
what visionary system or dreamy imagination has ever 
undermined the principle, or corrupted the integrity of 
the church, to any great extent, which cannot boast of 
good men as its authors or advocates ? Socinus was a 
good man ; so were Pelagius and Celestius good men ; 
Aquinas, Bellarmine, Loyola were good men ; Jacob 
Behmie was a good man; so also was Edward Irving, 
and Dr. Pusey and his fellows are eminently good men. 
But is this a reason why we are to follow the unsound 
principles, or the departures from the eternal and un- 
alterable landmarks of Christian consistency and integrity 
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or the dreams and fancies, to which any of these 
may have lent the sanction of his name? And thus I 
mourn over ; but I utterly reject as an argument, the fact, 
that Mr. Woodward has given the moral weight of his 
Christian character, to induce the Irish Church to depart 
from the stand it has taken upon a high principle, in the 
matter of education — to persuade it to descend to meet 
the expediencies of changing times and opinions, and to 
follow in the downward ways of a world, which, besides 
the church, has no other stay to keep it from a continually 
deeper and a deeper fall. For the guides and leaders of 
the church we want practical tneu — men personally ac- 
quainted with the actual working of those systems about 
which they would be our counsellors, and not persons 
who " come forth, as it were, from their peaceful hiding- 
places," and look abroad, for the first time, bewildered 
and astonished, to "find the country in a blaze." We 
want men who have on them the stamp and impress of 
that character, which the apostles have pointed out as 
best fitted for doing the church's work, not merely men 
" of good report" — not merely holy men, but *' men of 
wisdom" also. 

Having now disposed of the one argument, not of the 
pamphlet, but suggested by those who feel willing to 
favour the views of its author, it will be well to cast 
a glance on the pamphlet itself. It is aptly termed 
" Thoughts," for it certainly does not pr/etend to furnish 
reasons, beyond the mere impressions of the writer him- 
self, why the clergy, and other members of the Church 
Education Society, "might act, individually, in their seve- 
ral locations under the rules of the National Board." 



Digitized by 



Google 



In order to examine these thoughts and impressions, and 
to bring them fairly before our minds, it will be necessary 
to strip off from them that shadowy veil and soft drapery 
of sentimentalism, which the imaginative writer has taken 
pains to throw over their exact form and outline, and to 
present them, as naked propositions, in th^ir substantial 
figure and reality — to take them out of that haze of fancy 
and fine words, which magnifies small things into undue 
proportions, and place them under the clear light of fact 
and reason, so as to ascertain what their real size and 
stature is. Th6 first thing we learn distinctly from the 
writer is, that he ^' does not like joint education in any 
form," and that, in his opinion, ^' the best instruction of 
that kind would be purely secular, without any attempt at 
religious teaching. It would be reading, writing, arith- 
metic, &c. taught just as shoe-making or gardening might 
be, without any reference to religious concerns." Even 
to this, however, he has great objections, some of 
which he states, after his own peculiar and somewhat misty 
manner, but which it is not necessary to go over, as this 
is not the question at issue. But his strongest objection 
is to that joint education, which would aim at "the 
spread of such religion as could be thus communicated." 
As there is something very peculiar in the writer's 
"thoughts" upon this subject, it will be fairest to give some 
passages in his own words, in order that he may not seem 
to be misrepresented: — " Besides this," he says at page 9, 
*' however, joint education may facilitate the spread of 
such religion as may be thus communicated, and scatter it 
over an extended surface, it is not, in my opinion, favour- 
able to that which can alone be rightly called religion, I 
. mean the religion of the heart. I confess, I feel more 
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anxious, in all 'spiritual concerns^ for quality than for 
quantity. . * . lu the vast wholesale machinery of 
National Education, I am afraid that, while something is 
provided for all, nothing excellent is provided for any. I 
am afraid that, while a general average stamp is given to the 
population, and while the many are raised somewhat above 
their former level, that this must be secured at the ex- 
pense of the few, who, under a more special training and 
fostering influence, would shine in all the native loveliness 
of undefiled religion." And again, at page 11, '^ I much 
fear, that the schemes hitherto adopted, for bringing all 
persuasions to what are called scriptural schools, was 
but a triumph in appearance over the opponents of that 
system, and that they sacrificed the genuine and affection- 
ate instruction of the Protestants, in the spirit of God's 
word, to a cold and unnatural forcing of its letter upon 
the Roman Catholics, which could not by possibility do 
them good." In these very remarkable passages, there 
are four opinions of Mr. Woodward either expressed or 
implied — that the spread of such religion as can be com- 
municated in joint education is not favourable to that 
which can be rightly called religion — that the raising of 
the many above their former level, in their moral and re- 
ligious condition, must be secured at the expense of the 
few, who might otherwise be made to shine in all the love- 
liness of undefiled religion — ^that those, who were exerting 
themselves to bring all persuasions to scriptural schools, 
were chiefly moved by a desire to gain, a triumph over the 
opponents of that system — and, that in doing so, they 
willingly sacrificed the genuine instruction of Protestants, 
in the spirit of God's word, to a fruitless forcing of its 
letter upon Roman Catholics. 
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In looking upon these opinions, I feel at once that I am 
dealing with a man who has been for a long period in 
some " hiding place," removed from the realities that are 
going on in the world around him, and speculating, and 
theorizing, and dreaming over some intellectual system of 
his own. What practical man, that knows any thing of 
the influences that act upon the human character gene- 
rally, or who that has seen much of the actual working 
and eflects of scriptural schools of joint education, would 
risk such views as these — would adventure, for instance, 
so absurd a paradox as this, that the spread of a certain 
measure of religious knowledge and religious influence 
over an extended surface of society, is unfavourable to the 
growth of heart religion and high spiritual attainment in 
individuals — that the raising of the moral, intellectual, 
and religious level of the whole population must be secured 
at the expense of a lower state in the few who would 
otherwise shine in all the loveliness of undefiled religion ? 

Now, in the first place, is it not notoriojus, as a general 
principle, testified to by all experience, that nothing is 
more injurious, even to those who are under the influence 
of spiritual religion, than to live in the midst of a popula- 
tion, of which the moral habits of thinking and acting are 
at a very low level — that such a position has an insensible 
tendency to relax the moral sense, and to give to the tone 
and vibrations, even of an enlightened conscience, less in- 
tenseness, less clearness of articulation, and less sensi- 
bility ; and that the surest way to make a heart-Christian 
feel that he must take a higher standard of holiness, and a 
more elevated walk of life, and more of a conversation in 
heaven, is to raise the general level, to present to him the 
whole aspect of the population around, in a higher and 
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more advanced state of moral babit and Cbristian civiliza- 
tion, and to sbow bim, to wbat an extent tbe well-instructed 
mass of society may compete witb bim in commoner 
tbings ? 

But again, is tbere no real advantage, is tbere nothing 
gained, by baving sometbmg' of religious instruction pro- 
vided for all, by baving tbe many raised somewbat above 
tbeir former level, in tbeir moral and religious condition ? 
Is it not advantageous in a social point of view — is it not 
better for tbe great temporal and civil interests of tbe 
country, tbat tbey should be so raised ? And, in tbe aspi- 
rations of tbe Cbristian's beart, is it not more bopeful, 
tbat many shall be carried on, out of this state of generally 
diffused religious knowledge, to better tbings, ^^ things tbat 
accompany salvation," than if tbe whole mass bad been 
left iu tbe lowest deep of moral degradation ? I confess, 
tbat among tbe convictions which I entertain in favour of 
scriptural schools, on account of tbeir practical influences^ 
apart firom the great principle of the question, this holds 
a very high place in my mind ; tbe effect which they have 
in elevating the moral tone, and giving a general average 
stamp of better views in religion to tbe population at 
large, and thus raising tbe many above tbeir former level 
in these things. And I am convinced, tbat whoever has 
lived, as I have, for a series of years, in a district, to a 
great extent Roman Catholic, and where scriptural schools 
have been much in operation, will be able to bear witness 
witb me, not merely from theory, but from fact, that tbe 
effect is greatly to raise tbe whole moral tone, yea, and 
the intellectual tone too, of tbe population, to a higher 
level. 
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With respect to the schools themselves, any one, who 
has had experience of those in which the Scriptures are 
read, and of those where they are not read, can testify to 
the difference. Estimating them, not by individuals, but 
by the aggregate, there is as plainly written upon the whole 
character and bearing of ihe children in the former class 
of schools, a sense of obligation, of duty, and of responsi- 
bility to some higher authority, as there is of fearless self- 
will and proud independency on those in the latter. 

There is a sobering effect in the reading of Holy 
Scripture, even where it is brought but imperfectly to 
bear on the minds of the young — there is a sense of 
relation to God conveyed by it, of his presence, of his 
providence, of his judgment, of the awful nature of sin 
and its character, which insensibly works itself into the 
youthful mind, before there are yet many notions or 
antagonist principles to resist its entrance, and lays per- 
manently a basis for conscience to stand upon, and for 
moral influences to act out of. 

Besides, there is no book in the world which hath 
such power to enlarge and elevate the intellectual state 
of young people as the Bible. The subjects about which 
it is conversant — its extended view of the early history 
of the world — the grand transactions with which that 
history is connected — the mighty agencies which it brings 
before the mind — the way in which it leads off the 
thoughts to contemplate and to converse with the unseen 
and the spiritual, the infinite and the eternal — these are 
the secret springs, the moving forces, which make this 
book so wonderful an agent, as every one of experience 
has found it, in advancing the intellectual powers of the 
young, and wakening up, and calling into activity, latent 
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faculties and reaches of mind, such as every other instru- 
ment would have left dormant. 

I shall pass by the very disingenuous insinuation con- . 
tained in the passage — "I much fear, that the schemes 
hitherto adopted for bringing all persuasions to what are 
called scriptural schools, was but a triumph in appearance 
over the opponents of that system," and many other im- 
plications, to the same eflFect, scattered throughout the 
pamphlet, lest I should seem to be jealous for men, 
when I am only jealous for principles, and come next 
to consider that which is conveyed in the words that 
follow — that they " sacrificed the genuine and affectionate 
instruction of Protestants in the spirit of God's word 
to a cold and unnatural forcing of its letter upon the 
Roman Catholics, which could not by possibility do them 
good." This is a favourite position of Mr. Woodward, 
and is expanded, in his peculiar sentimental manner, 
over a large portion of his pamphlet. It contains two 
allegations — First, that the Scripturie, in its. letter, has 
been forced upon Roman Catholics; and secondly, that 
to .do this is sacrificed the spiritual instruction of Pro- 
testants. And first : — In the scriptural schools, the Scrip- 
ture, in its letter, is forced upon Roman Catholics. It 
is among the *' thoughts" of Mr. Woodward, that Roman 
Catholic parents are unwilling that their childrien should' 
read the Holy Scriptures.r This opinion he has given 
forth, in a definite shape, at page 25, pointed, too, by 
one of those sharp insinuations already noticed, which, 
if we did not know the hand by which it was sent, might 
be mistaken for a shaft from the envenomed quiver of 
worldly malignity. " When the choice (he says) is really 
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and banA fide given — when there is no worldly interest to 
serve or secular hribe to tempt, I believe a comparatively 
small number of the Romanists of this country would wish 
their children to read the Scriptures." Now, as this is 
a question, not simply of thought, but of fact, the truth 
or fallacy of the position must be determined by the expe- 
rience, not of men who have '* come forth from peaceful 
hiding-places," after having kept aloof from the whole 
working and details of any joint education whatever, but 
of those who have been intimately conversant with the 
entire machinery and internal economy of scriptural 
schools, witt the feelings with which the Scripture 
reading and instruction are regarded by the children, 
and also with the measure of favour or disrelish with 
which the system is looked upon by the Roman Catholic 
parents. In such a matter, of course none can speak 
beyond his own experience, and therefore I would not 
wish to give more weight to my own testimony than it 
could justly bear ; — but living, as I do, in a district, of 
which the population is to a great extent Romanist, and 
having resided in the same locality for a period of more 
than thirty years, and having given much of my attention, 
during that period, to the working of joint education 
schools, it cannot, I hope, be thought presumptuous to 
suppose, that my testimony should be of some value in 
this question. 

On this presumption, then, I would say, that my 
experience and my testimony are decidedly in contra- 
diction of Mr. Woodward's supposition. During that 
long period, I have been much a teacher and an exa- 
miner in scriptural schools; indeed, of late years I 
have given up a very large portion of my time to this 
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office — I have had much intercourse, not only with Roman 
Catholic children, but with Roman Catholic parents also 
— I have had too, much communication and intercourse, 
in a frank and kindly spirit, with very many of the 
Roman Catholic clergy on the subject — ^many of these I 
have found friendly (two or three particularly so), others 
adverse, to our system. I have superintended scriptural 
schools under various arrangements, some under the 
Kildare-place, some under the London Hibernian Society) 
some under the Church Education, some under my own 
special control, some upon a most large and catholic 
basis, superintended by a board, in which I have several 
Roman Catholic priests for my coadjutors in examining 
all the children quarterly, not only in secular but in 
scriptural acquirement; and latterly I have been giving 
much of my time to a national school — one, indeed, under 
very favourable circumstances, being exclusively under 
a Protestant patron, in which no religious instruction is 
allowed but the reading of the Holy Scriptures, and in 
the arrangements of which I have considerable influence. 
Now, in all this long and varied experience, whatever 
may have been the changing temper of the Roman 
Catholic clergy, I have found the Roman Catholic parents 
uniformly in favour of their children reading the Scrip- 
tures in the schools, and the children greatly preferring 
the Bible, as their reading book, to all others. 

And that which renders this more manifest is, that 
in the national school above referred to, in which there 
are more than an hundred Roman Catholic children, 
and although it is in a poor district, where an hour of 
a child's work at home might be of some value, not 
one parent has withheld his child, nor any children 
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absented themselves from the school during the ap- 
pointed hour of scriptural instruction. To this I may 
add» that although my Church Education school is within 
a mile of the National school, and two-thirds of the 
pupils in it are Roman Catholic, none have been with- 
drawn from the one school, in order to place them under 
the more unconstrained system of the other — and I may 
adduce this additional fact in corroboration, that I am 
continually pressed upon by the masters of little country 
schools, in distant parts of the parish, to supply them 
with some copies of the Scriptures, as the people, they 
say, would like the school better, if there were plenty 
of Testaments in it. It is not a month since I had a 
deputation of children, all Roman Catholics, from a re- 
mote district in t1;ie mountains, begging for a supply of 
Testaments for their school. 

It may be said here, that all I have above stated respect- 
ing the National School, makes for, not against, Mr. Wood- 
ward's theory. But let us recollect, that this National School 
is not the National System. And, alas ! when even under 
these most favourable circumstances, we come to view that 
system in its influences, how soon does the fine gold become 
dim. Among all the various systems for scriptural schools 
I have never found any difficulty from the parents. I 
have never found any difficulty from the children, and only 
occasionally from the clergy, a difficulty in general soon 
giving way, from the unpopularity of the opposition, the 
manifest feeling of the parents and children against it. I 
never found myself embarrassed in makmg the Scriptures 
not only read, but also an instrument for instructing in 
some of the elements of Christianity — making it a book 
too for advancing the intellectual faculties, and wakening 
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up the moral consciousness, until I came in contact with a 
National School. With the heartiest good will, on the 
part of parents and children, to acquiesce in ^ny plan I 
might suggest, I find myself entangled with difficulties as 
to scriptural instruction in this system, which I have met 
in no other. Mr. Woodward says, if all are unanimous, 
" the whole Bible may form the basis of instruction during 
school hours." But they who make the attempt to render 
the Bible an important part of the joint instruction in 
these schools, will soon find, that there are dormant powers 
in the stringent rules and nicely adjusted machinery of the 
Board, which will enable one adverse voice, even in the 
most favourably situated school, to interrupt and em- 
barrass the free current, at least of all intelligent scriptural 
instruction. 

And now, when I use this expression, " intelligent 
scriptural instruction," I wish to guard myself against all 
imputation of desiring to indoctrinate the children of Ro- 
man Catholics with any thing of controversial teaching. 

In spite of the not very generous inuendos of this 
pamphlet, I do for myself most indignantly repudiate (as 
I am sure my brethren who disclaim such an intention 
could as honestly do) all desire to proselytize Roman 
C&tholic children committed to my care and instruction in 
these schools^ Such a purpose could only be attained, as 
Mrr Woodward remarks, by rending a tie, which, I trust, 
I reverence too highly and count too sacred to be "tam- 
pered with" or infringed upop. With him I believe the 
filial relation to be that grand ordinance of God, which is 
provided to put into the soul the little seminal principle, 
the germ of that mysterious sympathy, that deeper and 
vaster relation which^ developed and expanded by grace, 
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is to connect it with " our Father which is in heaven." 
The sense of perfect dependency upon One, of looking to 
one for all guidance, supply, teaching, protection, is just 
creating in the soul that faculty, and training it into those 
affections, which, when the awakening spirit moves upon it, 
can find but the One glorious object to fill and satisfy them. 
This dependency, then, this resting upon, this subjec- 
tion of the heart to the parent, altogether irrespective of 
the character, opinions, or religion of that parent, is, in 
my view of it, to a certain age, the child's religion. I 
have little hope for the young soul in which this filial sense 
is not found. It is the first commandment, in the order 
of time, with reference to his Being, which a human 
creature can fulfil, that carries a divine promise in its 
bosom. I would as soon endeavour to break the chain 
that binds a soul to the mercy-seat, as to dig^solve that 
sacred tie. 

There is another point in which I have strong sym- 
pathies with the feelings of Mr. Woodward, as expressed 
in this pamphlet ; and this is, where he, by implication, 
condemns those who would seem to argue, ' that *^ the 
Eoman Catholic religion is a system oS unmingled evil/' 
This I know is delicate ground, on which I must tread 
cautiously, in order not to be misunderstood. But I can- 
not honestly withhold my opinion on this matter, especially 
as I think it has a practical bearing on the subject of scrip- 
tural education. I believe, that in the deep recesses, and 
amidst all the thick darkness, with which that curiously 
contrived system of Romanism is surrounded, there lies, 
latent as it were, and inactive, the very light and heat of 
the highest Christian truths and mysteries ; that within 
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this coarse, and complicated, and thickly indurated husk 
of humanly invented church ordinances, and humanly cor- 
rupted divine ordinances, there is yet laid up in secret, the 
sweet kernel of heavenly doctrines of the sincere milk, some 
of the very " bread of life which came down from Heaven^ 
that a man may eat thereof and not die." If it were not so, 
there would not be a living soul in that church at all. It is 
only by individuals catching through the darkness some 
radiations of that blessed light which lies within it — piercing 
in some way through this hard husk, and tasting of the sweet 
nourishment that is shut up within, that there happens 
to be any spiritual life or heavenly hope, throughout the 
length and breadth of that wondrous economy. That 
many such there are in the Church of Rome, touched by 
the light of those truths which that dark system holds in 
suspension, and living on that Saviour, whom, by so many 
surrounding interventions, it hides from view, I strongly 
hope, nay I confidently believe. 

If, then, I find an agency which makes the darkness 
that surrounds that system ten fold deeper, which removes 
the light that lies within it farther out o( sight ; that 
hardens and makes more impenetrable the husk of its 
gross ordinances, and renders the sweet nourishment of 
life, that might perchance be found within, less accessible, 
would I not desire to diminish the influence of that 
agency? Now, such an agency is the Roman Catholic 
priesthood, trained up, as they are in this country, in the 
school of Aquinas, and Dens, and Sanchez, and Escobar. 

It is notorious, that their system is, (for I do not here 
speak of individual priests, some of whom I am convinced 
reach far beyond their system) — it is notorious that their 
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system is to make the people content with the priest's work, 
the outward ordinances, and to induce them to enquire no 
farther respecting any spiritual truths which may be laid 
up in the doctrines of the church, or which these ordi- 
nances may have been originally designed perhaps to 
shadow out. I confess, therefore, that I do not feel Mr. 
Woodward's sensitiveness, lest, " in the grave matter of 
reading the Scriptures," I should perchance induce the 
people to renounce a little of " the authority of their 
pastors." 

Again, if I find an agency which, when brought to bear 
upon the Roman Catholic mind, makes the light that is in 
their own system to radiate out from the darkness with which 
it is surrounded, which forms, as it were, a conductor that 
causes those mighty elements of truth that are latent in it 
to flash forth upon the understanding through the cloud in 
which they are held in suspension — an agency, which softens 
the hard husk of Romanism, and gives access to the purer 
nourishment which is kid up in the truths that are still 
treasured past in that church — surely I would desire to 
bring such an agency on the minds of the Roman Catho- 
lics around me. 

But such an agency is the reading of the Holy Scrip- 
tures. The Scripture is that instrument which leads the 
Roman Catholic to connect spiritual and eternal truths 
even with his own system. The Scripture is that which 
teaches him to put the Saviour into his proper place in his 
religion — to give him no competitors in his spiritual affec- 
tions or confidences — to feel, too, that there is something 
more than an *' absolvo te" necessary, to bring a soul at 
peace with God, and perhaps to image out for himself, in 
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the otherwise blinding ordinances of bis own church, signs 
and symbols of real spiritual things. Much intercourse 
with Roman Catholics, who have been thoughtful readers 
of Scripture, has left strong impressions of the truth of 
these views on my mind. 

The last of the positions, in the passages quoted from the 
pamphlet, which we have to consider is — that the advo- 
cates for joint education scriptural schools ^^ sacrificed the 
genuine and affectionate instruction of Protestants in the 
spirit of God's word, to a cold and unnatural forcing of 
its letter upon Roman Catholics." This is one of the 
many mystic labyrinths, in the mental processes by which 
Mr. Woodward arrives at and supports his theories, 
through which I have been in vain endeavouring to find a 
clue of guidance. 

How it is, that communicating to the children in a 
joint-education school a certain measure of scriptural and 
religious knowledge, is to prevent a clergyman from car- 
rying on, in his Sunday-schools, in his catechetical 
classes, and in his church classes, the children of his own 
congregation, to all that higher and more spiritual, that 
heart religion of which it may please God to make them 
susceptible, I cannot understand. Surely the common 
school, even if it were exclusively Protestant, where 
secular knowledge and scriptural knowledge are taught to- 
gether, is not the place to enter with young people into that 
deeper and more searching heart-intercourse, which is to 
call forth and to carry on to a higher state of self-acquaint- 
ance* and of spiritual perception all that is of God in them. 
In such teaching, the schoolmaster can be of no use. 
This is exclusively ministerial ; and I am convinced that 
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those clergymen who (as a large proportion do) gather, 
ui weekly classes, for special and higher religious 
training, the Protestant children out of all the schools, 
with the knowledge of Scripture there acquired on their 
memory and in their understandings, will bear witness 
with me, that scriptural-school knowledge is not a hin- 
drance, but a great help to them in that higher training ; 
nor have I any doubt that, if this twofold process were 
universally adopted, there would be more hope of carrying 
on the Protestant youth of thb country to a higher kind 
of spiritual knowledge and attainment, or, it might be^ to 
that transcendental religion which floats in the visions of 
Mr. Woodward — would be at least more likely to make 
them, under grace, " living epistles of Christ,*' than even 
if the abundance of Protestant wealth, which he seems so 
to confide in if applied for that purpose, were lavished to 
educate *^ the rising Protestant generation." 

I come now, in the last place, to examine the chief 
point at issue between the great majority of the clergy of 
the Irish church and Mr. Woodward ; and that is, the 
ground of the unhappy position in which the church finds 
itself, with respect to the government, on the vast and im- 
portant subject of national education. In order to look 
fairly on the Church's position in this matter, it will be 
necessary first to look upon the Church's position in this 
country in the abstract, irrespective of this particular 
question. 

The Church of Ireland is a branch of that great 
section of Christ's Catholic Church, the Protestant 
Episcopal Church of England, and has been placed in 
this land, and maintained and protected in this land, by 
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our Christian Commonwealth, to be the witness for God 
and his truth in it — to be " the witness and keeper of 
Holy Writ" in it — and, to the utmost of its power, to 
spread in it the knowledge of God, of his truth, and of 
his written word. This is the office and this the duty of 
the Church at large in this country ; and as it is the duty 
and office of the Church at large, so is it the office and 
duty of each individual clergyman in his own location. 

Now, looking at the Church in this aspect^ it is plain 
that it is not in this country considered of the State, as 
the church of a sect, but as the church of the whole 
country, having a relation to the whole people, and to 
every individual in it, and bound to minister to, and in 
conscience responsible for ministering to, every individual 
who will receive its ministry, either in whole or in part. 
That this is the view of our Christian Commonwealth in 
placing the Church in this land, is evident from these con* 
siderations among many others — that it has reserved for 
the maintenance of the Church a portion out of the pro- 
perty of the whole country, whether that property be held 
by Protestants, or by Roman Catholics, or other dis- 
senters. Secondly, that, in all communication from go- 
vernment or its officers, whether that communication be 
ecclesiastical or civil, general or parochial, or only affect- 
ing individuals, it has been uniformly made through the 
minister and churchwardens of the Protestant Church ; 
and thirdly, that, in appointing seasons of national hu- 
miliation or national thanksgiving, it is to the Church and 
its religious offices that the state addresses itself, as repre- 
senting the voice and the attitude before God of the 
whole nation. And that the Roman Catholics themselves 
recognise this relation which the church minister bears to 
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the whole people, is plain, from the freedom with which 
the clergyman's assistance, in all matters that do not 
directly interfere with their religious scruples, is claimed 
by them. I am sure that I only speak the experience of 
most other clergymen similarly situated, when I say, that 
a large portion of my time is takeki up in attending to the 
applications of the Roman Catholics, respecting their 
poor, respecting their sick, respecting schools and books 
for their children — in giving them counsel in their diffi- 
culties — in mediating in their disputes — and, as to many 
other matters, in all of which they claim our interference, 
as if we bore a relation to them, and they had a right to 
come to us in their hour of need. This is a relation 
which I have always deeply felt, which I have always 
fully recognised ; and therefore I felt happy when I could 
acquit myself of one particular, in my ministerial duty, 
toward the Roman Catholics, by taking the charge and 
oversight of the education of their children. On this 
point I can see, by the pamphlet before me, that I have 
no community of feeling with Mr. Woodward. He 
seems to contemplate the Church in this country as a sect, 
having no relation to, or responsibility respecting the 
Roman Catholics whatever. This is dangerous ground 
to take up. If this were admitted — if it were once 
ruled, that we are not here on the part of a Christian 
State, as witnesses for God and his truth to the whole 
subjects of that state, to the whole country, without any 
consideration of the few or the many who may adhere to 
us, that we are not responsible as "keepers of Holy 
Writ," and as guardians of the truth in the land generally 
— that we have no relation to any but bur own flocks — 
and have no calling to teach and to minister to, in the 
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fullest sense, as far as ^e have the power, every soul 
throughout the length and breadth of Ireland — ^if it be 
maintamed that the nation hath not placed us here to be 
the Ught oS the nation, then farewell to all claim to be an 
Established Church, to be aught but a sect, and, as has 
been lately put forth by some in high places, to be paid 
other than as a sect, in proportion to the number of those 
who are directly under our spiritual charge. It is this 
way into which men had got, into which perhaps the 
Church itself had got, either through indolence, or through 
not taking large views of its great office and position — > 
this saying, we must first proselytize the Roman Ca^ 
tholics — we must first make Protestants of them, before 
we can have any duties to fulfil to them — before they can 
hate any claim on our ministrations ; it is this cold and feeble 
and narrow way of viewing the Church's position, with 
respect to the great bulk of the inhabitants of the land, 
which has prevented the heart of the Church from going 
out to the Roman Catholics ; and I am persuaded that it 
is this which has brought the Church into the straits 
in which it finds itself at this day. If we take upon 
ourselves the attitude of the mere ministry of a sect in 
the country, and retire from the high position in which 
the State has placed us, can we be surprised that the 
State begins to consider us but as a sect» and deals with 
us accordingly ? 

Whereas, if, instead of holding them as a people to 
whom we had no relation, and owe no duties, we had 
opened out our hearts to the Roman Catholics, had felt 
that we were here for their sakes, for thefar instruction 
and blessing, to the extent of our power, as well as for 
that of the Protestants — if we had endeavoured to throw 
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as much light into their minds as possible, by kind and 
affectionate intercourse — by speaking to them, without 
controversy, of the great truths of religion — by scriptural* 
school teaching of their children — if we had dealt thus 
not only with the people, but with their priests also, bad 
not looked upon these, in the way many do, as out of the 
pale of humanity, but remembered that, however their 
church system labours to shut up their hearts, and to 
sever them from their kind, they are still men of like 
passions and feelings as ourselves, with human sympathies, 
(in spite of Dens,) and moved by human motives and 
influences — if we had thus taken every fair opportunity, 
by kindly conversation and a simple unpolemic exposition 
of oiir views, to bring them within the attraction of the 
truth, to soften and to break through the hard and dry 
influence of their early training, and to lead them to the 
pure fountains of God'^s revealed word for instruction ; I 
am persuaded that Ireland would present a far different 
aspect from that which it does at present — that there 
would be in it, at this moment, something of that 
religious light which we see breaking in upon Bavaria 
— a morning twilight of good things, that would give 
the promise of shining more and more unto the perfect 
day. 

Every one that knows well the native Irish, knows 
this of them, that the substratum of their character — 
that which lies at the root of all their feelings — ^is religion, 
however ignorant or imperfect their views may be, and 
that, in fact, this is the very element through which 
evil influences are often brought to act upon them. So 
far as this religious sense in them is right — ^so far as it 
has any truth or light in it, it is in them, not a mere 
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sentiment, but a practical principle. It is really beau- 
tiful, and deeply affecting, and often painfully reproving, 
to see how meekly, how patiently, how unrepiningly the 
poor Irish can endure privation, can bear suffering, can 
lie down under bereavement, because it is the Lord's 
hand — how hopefully they can look to Him, even through 
the darkest dispensations, as a God always good, always 
merciful, able and willing to relieve and comfort them, 
if they will only wait His time. How favourably do 
our poor mountaineers often contrast, in this respect, 
with multitudes of the labouring classes in many parts 
of England. It is only when their religion begins 
to touch upon the peculiar features of the Christian 
system— the grand and mysterious discoveries of the 
Gospel — that they seem left in darkness. Upon the 
character and nature of sin — upon the source of pardon 
to sinners — upon the way of peace with God — upon a 
new nature and a new heart — ^repentance and faith — a 
spiritual eye and a spiritual walk — upon these subjects, 
their system blinds them fearfully. But all the devout 
affections and sympathies and religious sensibilities are 
already in their minds, laid there as a train of undeveloped 
power, waiting for the spark that is to kindle it into 
a mighty agent, to shake down the strongholds and 
refuges of ignorance and error. Should it not be our 
constant aim, and, to our utmost, our persevering effort, 
to communicate that spark ? 

Taking, then, this view of the Church's position in 
this country, which I am convinced is the right view, 
we come next to consider the Church's duties arising 
out of it. The Christian Church bears, from its original 
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ordination, a two-fold office. It is a system for minis* 
tering church ordinances to believers — it is a system 
for ministering church teaching to all — and, from the 
beginning, it has claimed to itself, according to its great 
commission, the office of preaching the Gospel to every 
creature within the scope and extent of its means and 
opportunities, not only to the adult, by announcing the 
glad tidings in the congregation, but to children, to those 
of tender years and unripened understandings, by making 
them known to such, through catechising and school 
training — thus fulfilling its great entrustment, to '^feed 
the sheep," and to ^^feed the lambs" also; and thus 
it has come to pass, that, from its earliest days, the 
Church, whenever it was in a right and healthy state, 
has always had a school apparatus attached to it, adju- 
tant to its great office. So was it thought needful by 
the primitive church — so is it thought by our missionary 
systems among the heathen at the present day — and 
such was the principle soundly and rightly recognised 
in the first arrangements of our national church. Ire- 
land, however, as we all painfully feel, presents a very 
peculiar and anomalous aspect in the history of the 
Christian Church, and places the Christian ministry in 
unusual and trying circumstances. In consequence of 
the unhappy circumstances of the country, as to its re- 
ligious condition, the Church is shut out &om its ordi- 
nance ministrations, and to a large extent from its 
preaching office, with respect to the great body of the 
people. But with respect to its other teaching office, 
that of ministering largely to the moral, spiritual, and 
intellectual training of the young, I am convinced, as 
I have endeavoured to show, that there exists no such 
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insuperable obstacle. I am convinced, that at least no 
such insuperable obstacle exists arising out of circum- 
stances purely external to the Church, taking that term 
in its widest sense — none but such as its own indolence 
or mistakes, or the false position in which the state 
may place it, have thrown in its way. And if this be 
the case, then assuredly, as I hope I have proved, the 
Church is responsible for executing, to the utmost extent 
of its power, this part of its teaching office to the whole 
people. 

And now, if the Church comes to execute this part 
of its office, the training of the young, its first inquiry 
must be, on what principles it is to conduct itself in 
fulfilling this office. It is manifest there are two prin- 
ciples which it must maintain, in arranging any system, 
or in connecting itself with any system arranged, for 
intellectually and religiously training the young of the 
country. The Church is the witness for divine truth 
in the land— it is ^^the witness and keeper of Holy 
Writ" — it cannot, therefore, establish any system, or 
associate itself with any system, which establishes or 
recognises the teaching of any error contrary to truth, 
'contrary to Holy Writ. It cannot connect itself with 
any system, which would restrain it from a wise and 
faithful witnessing for the truth and for Holy Writ, 
so far as it can do so without violating any right which 
Holy Writ recognises. 

Having, therefore, laid down these principles, which 
may be said in fact to have something of the nature of 
truisms, we come to consider the present system of 
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National Education, and the relation of the Church to 
it. The government have arranged a system of educa- 
tion for Ireland) in the working of which the Church 
has declined to acquiesce. This has exhibited the mind 
of the Church) and its conduct resulting from thence, in 
opposition to the mind of the legislature. 

This position Mr. Woodward has painted out with 
most gloomy forebodings, respectmg the temporal evils 
likely to result from it to the ChurcJi — such as, that it 
has placed the Church in opposition to the government — 
that it is tempting the legislature to consider it as an 
incubus — that it threatens ^^ to level her temporal esta- 
blishment and temporal honours in the dust" But this 
is really not the question. After all Mr. Woodward's 
eloquently-shadowed-out and highly-wrought visions of 
the Church's coming downfall, under this political anta- 
gonism, the real question is, would there be no principle 
violated in this acquiescence of the Church in the educa- 
tional scheme of the government ; or is there a principle, 
interwoven in the very essence of the Chtirch's highest 
obligations and most sacred duty, which stands out against 
such acquiescence? If there be no known principle 
restraining, then nothing can be more mad as to its 
temporal interests, more mindless or unreasoning as to 
its most solemn duties, more regardless of its behest 
obligations, more partaking of the narrow views of a 
party and less of a grand ordinance for the good and 
blessing of all, than the refusal of the Church to work 
out, for the State^ an educational scheme, which purports 
to be for the intellectual and religious instruction of the 
whole community. 

But if there be a principle, essential to the Church's 



Digitized by 



Google 



31 

high office, which would be violated by such acquiescence, 
in spite of Mr. Woodward's soft palliatives, and gentle 
parleyings, and suggestive hypotheses, and balancing and 
counterpoising of evils and consequences, stand or fall, 
we must stand upon that principle — we must stand upon 
that principle, or else we shall fall — fall justly, by the 
concurrent voice and sentence of mankind — fall judicially, 
if there be truth in the lessons of past experience, by the 
sure displeasure of God. 

Now I would wish to put the matter in the fairest way 
for the government plan. The government have provided, 
in their school system, a very noble apparatus for secular 
education, admirable arrangements in the way of order, 
and a class of books, &c., far superior to any thing with 
which the country has ever been favoured — the very best 
class of books. I use them in all the schools' with which I 
have any connection, although I think the Board have dealt 
very hardly and ungenerously, and not like a high-minded 
public institution anxious for the greatest possible good to 
the country at large, by keeping up the Books, to those 
who will not adopt their system, at the highest possible price. 

The government have been anxious, as all Chris- 
tian governments should be, to have a moral and religious 
teaching apparatus connected with their school system. 
To accomplish this, they have provided in every school 
directly under the Board, opportunities and arrangements, 
under certain modifications and restrictions, for teaching 
the holy Scripture, and the Protestant formularies it may 
be ; and they have also provided in every school, oppor- 
tunities and arrangements for teaching the Roman Catholic 
Catechism and Roman Catholic formularies ; that is, they 
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have provided in their schools, opportunities and arrange^ 
ments, under certain restrictions, for teaching the highest 
posdble truths ; and opportunities and arrangements upon 
an equal footing, for teaching the darkest system of error. 
This I think is a fair way of putting this question, with 
respect to the government plan of education ; and observe, 
they arrange this scheme without in any way consulting the 
niind, the duty or the conscience of the Church respecting 
it ; and then the government come to the Church and say, 
we expect you to assist us in working out this scheme, and 
if you do not (according to Mr. Woodward) you are placing 
yourselves in opposition to the government, you are an 
incubus, and you deserve as an establishment to be levelled 
with the ground. 

Now in coming to the consideration of this government 
scheme, the Church naturally said, is there any violation of 
principle in acquiescing in this plan of education? What 
is our office, and what is our conscientious duty ? Is it not 
first to oppose all error in religion ? But here is a system 
in which we are called upon to co-operate, which makes 
provision for the teaching of error. Is it not then a direct 
infringement of that for which we were placed in this 
country, as guardians of the truth, by a christian state to 
acquiesce in such a system ? Again, are we not witnesses 
for, and keepers of holy writ ? But here we are called 
upon to engage, that we shall not teach, nor persuade in 
any way to read the word of God, those who may be 
induced to express reluctance to learn it ; yea, we are to 
engage under this system, to put this farther dishonour on 
that holy word, that we shall remove, by our authority, out 
of the house where it is read, those who may have ex- 
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pressed such reluctance, whether they be willing to remain or 
not, lest peradventure some sentence of itmight come unbid- 
den on their ears — we are thus to be the priests' police, to 
watch over and to carry into execution their prohibitory laws. 
And finally, in our great teaching office, in as far as respects 
the instruction of the young, we are to be subject to, and 
under control of a Board ; which, besides other discordant 
elements, combines, in equal and co-ordinate authority, a 
bishop of our Scripture-teaching church, and a bishop of 
the church, whose grand characteristic is, that it withholds 
the Scripture and forbids its teaching — a strange commu- 
nion of light and darkness, which prevades the whole 
system, from the composition of its highest governing power 
to the agency of its poorest school. Is all this consistent 
with our duty ? Is this according to our office? Is this 
the Church's proper place in its great character aa the 
teaching ordinance for God ? 

This, then, is the plain attitude in whicii the Church, as 
a whole, stands with respect to the National Education 
system — and the Church, as a whole, after calm and slow 
and dispassionate consideration of this question, has de- 
clared, by its Primate and Bishops, meekly, unostentatiously 
(for I speak not here of Mr. Woodward's " Christian, kind, 
and sensible persons who assert strange and horrid para- 
doxes,") but yet firmly declared, that it cannot acquiesce in 
a system, which does these three things, which provides for 
the teaching of those ^^ erroneous and strange doctrines con- 
trary to God's word," which the Church is pledged to be 
ready, with all faithful diligence, to banish and drive away" — 
which limits and puts constraint upon the teaching of Holy 
Writ, of that truth of which the Church is the keeper and 
witness — and which, to a certain extent, subjects the minis- 
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ters of the Church of Ireland to the anti-scriptural prin- 
ciples and regulations, and to the usurped authority of the 
Church of Rome. We ask simply, we ask calmly, is there 
any thing unreasonable in this — any thing that looks like 
party spirit or worldly assumption — any thing, in short, 
but a plain and honest following of conscience, of duty, 
and of the Church's true and proper office ? 

But it has been said, the regulations of the Board have 
been greatly modified, so as to make them much less ob- 
jectionable. This is really one of the most curious 
matters connected with the whole history of this question. 
This National System of education, haying been thus re- 
fused by the Church in general, and denounced by some 
of the most influential Roman Catholic ecclesiastics, and 
also proclaimed in parliament as a total failure, by a gen- 
tleman of liberal politics, but of very honest and upright 
mind, Mr. James Grattan, was, about five years ago, 
tottering to its fall. Something must be done to stay it in 
its descent The case, however, was difficult. The whole 
arrangements of the Board, the rules and regulations 
for the schools, were most precise and stringent. It had 
been often declared, that they were fixed and unchanged 
able — a very Medo-Persian law. An expedient, however, 
was found, to escape out of this dilemma. That ex- 
pedient was, to -give certain enlarged expositions of the 
rules in the reports of the Board, and in the replies of 
the secretaries to individual enquirers — to append a kind 
of Talmud to the law — a commentary of the educational 
Rabbles, which, like other traditionary interpretations, 
often makes void the law itself, which it pretends to ex- 
pound, both in its letter and in its spirit. The advantage 
of this process is, that when the Board wishes to relax its 
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system, sd as to accommodate it to parties, whom il 
be desirable to conciliate ; as for instance, with respect to 
the schools of the Presbyterians, or the schools kept by 
the monastic orders, it refers to the commentary, but when 
it would narrow in the privileges of those whom it counts 
adverse, as in the case of Mr. Scriven, it falls back upon 
the strict letter of the original rules. -The Board thus 
holds in its hand a rein, which it can tighten or relax at 
its pleasure, and may on occasion turn into a yoke too 
hard for any to bear. 

The relaxations of the system which have been ad- 
mitted, in order to conciliate the Presbyterians, are, I 
believe, these : that whenever parties, wishing to become 
the patron or patrons of a school, build the school-house 
without assistance from the Board, the commissioners will, 
in such cases as they see fit, grant books and a gratuity 
for a master, provided the patrons become engaged to 
pursue the plan of secular education, and become subject 
to the rules, prescribed by the Board, and also set apart a 
special hour for religious education, of which regular 
notice shall be given. In such case, the patrons may ex- 
clude all other interference, and all other religious instruc- 
tion from the school, except either the Holy Scriptures, 
or, if they so please, that of their own peculiar formu- 
laries. Now this has been called a great improvement of 
the education system — a great boon to the Presbyterians, 
and was doubtless so intended by some members of the 
Board, and is so thought by many of themselves. But 
with respect to the system itself, it appears to me, that so 
far from being improved by this change, it has been made, 
in a national point of view, and in the relation which the 
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church bears to it, a great deal worse. The same arrange- 
ment which enables the Presbyterians to prevent any 
interference, or any other religious teaching in schools 
under their exclusive patronage, except that of their own 
formularies, enables the Roman Catholic patron, in similar 
circumstances, to shut up his school from all interference, 
and limit the religious teaching in it exclusively to the for- 
mularies of his own church. And thus a large proportion of 
the schools of Ireland may be closed against even that 
slight privilege which was originally granted by the system 
to the Protestant clergymen of each parish ; namely, to 
claim an hour in the National Schools for religious in- 
struction, and be thus permanently shut up under the dark 
religious training of the Roman church. If the churqh 
was forced, in duty and conscience, to refuse acquiescence 
in the former system of the Board, it is surely bound by a 
tenfold obligation to stand out against this. 

But Mr. Woodward "does not see what there is to 
prevent the members of the Church Education Society 
from acting individually^ and in their several locations, 
under the rules of the National Board.'' To me it seems 
very plain ; the Church is made up of individuals, and 
each individual clergyman is part and parcel of the Church, 
and represents the Church in his own particular location. 
That system with which it would be wrong for the Church, 
as a whole, to connect itself, it would be manifestly wrong 
for each of its parts, for any individual clergyman to 
connect himself. 

There is a very small argument considerably expanded, 
in Mr. Woodward's pamphlet, to defend such individual 
connection. " No Protestant chaplain in a gaol or work- 
house," he says, "hesitates to take his salary, because 
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government may in his opinion be wrong in employing the 
services of a Boman Catholic priest ;" and more to the 
same effect. This scarcely needs refutation. But, as 
it is a solitary attempt at argument, it perhaps should be 
honoured with a reply. The simple answer is, the cases 
are not parallel. The chaplain, by being paid a salary, 
comes under no obligation beyond that of fulfilling a minis- 
terial duty, often engaged in voluntarily without remunera- 
tion, and in his case, undertaken just as unconstrainedly 
and unentangled by treacherous conditions, as if he were 
unpaid. He is not called on to give any opinion or assent, 
either tacit or express, as to the actings of the government 
system with respect to others ; neither to risk ^^ being par- 
taker of other men's sins." But no clergyman can get 
authority from the Board to make arrangements for the 
religious teaching in a school, and to t^e his part in that 
religious teaching, without becoming connected with the 
Board as a patron, without putting his sign-manual to the 
rules and regulations of the Board, acknowledging thus 
that their law is holy, just, and true, that it does not in 
any way violate his conscience, without becoming subject, 
in his teaching office, to the control of a Roman Catholic 
archbishop, and thus being made an integral part, a con- 
senting and an acting member of this great educational 
corporation. 

Having thus stated the principle on which the Church 
stands, in its present position respecting the National 
Board of Education, I might seem to have acquitted my- 
self of the subject I have undertaken to examine, but 
there are still one or .two incidental points, which it may 
be important not to leave unnoticed. There are two or 
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three quiet, and rather iDgeniously dropped, ob8ertratk>n8, 
as to the general feeling of the clergy respecting the Na- 
tional System of Education, which are well put in the 
pamphlet, to serve a tuni. Speaking of the mind of the 
clergy on this subject, at page 40,. it is said, ^^ Many, I 
believe, are in their hearts inclined to give in their adhe- 
sion» but are afraid of appearing to desert their party. 
In short, I am convinced, that if certidn names were en- 
rolled on the side of the National Board, the main body 

of the clergy would declare in its favour I 

suspect, indeed, a movement in that direction has already 
taken place ; but it has been somewhat subterraneous, 
for many are still afraid to speak their sentiments aloud. 
. . . . I wish first to break the ice for others," &c. 
/ This is certainly a polemic stratagem which savours 

I more of the serpent subtleties of the world than of the dove^ 
I like mind and style of Mr. Woodward. It is an artifice 
as old as the Macedonian Philip, to whisper that there is 
coming desertion in the ranks, in order to induce the 
faint-hearted or hesitating, by an early peace with the 
adversary, to anticipate the risk of being left among the 
last objects of resentment. But as this matter is not 
here asserted as a fact, but rises only as a floating sus- 
picion, of which perhaps ^Hhe wish is father to the 
thought," there is no discourtesy to Mr. Woodward' in 
saying I do not believe it. 

For this unbelief I shall now assign my reasons. In 
the year 1836 the clergy of the diocese of Derry were led, 
by the painful position in which they found themselves 
placed as an established church with respect to the go- 
vernment in this matter, to take the entire question into 
consideration, with the hope of finding some intermediate 
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point between the very objectionable government plan 
and the extreme view of claiming for the Church the ex- 
clusive right of educating, or at least of directing the 
education of the whole people under the State. The two 
insuperable difficulties which appeared to them, as standing 
out against any connection of the Church with the govern- 
ment scheme, were, the provision it made for teaching 
error^ and the obstacles it put in the way of the clergy- 
man, to bring the holy Scriptures effectively, as a book of 
instruction, into the schools, even to those who were 
wiBing to receive it. A plan was therefore adopted, in 
the arrangement of which I myself had a considerable 
share, and an address to the clergy of Ireland, founded 
on it, the purpose of which was to remove these diffi- 
culties, without otherwise interfering with the general 
structure of the government education system. The 
principal features of this plan were, that the government 
should prohibit in the schools generally all religious 
teaching whatever, except instruction in the holy Scrip- 
tures — that a Scripture class should be formed in every 
school, in which all the children attending the school, 
whose parents or guardians did not specially object, 
should be included, and should be obliged to receive in- 
struction — that the clergyman of the parish should 
arrange the time and manner of this Scripture in- 
struction, as might appear to him most expedient — and 
that the school should not be broken up during the read- 
ing of the Scriptures, nor the educational processes of 
those children who did not read them be otherwise inter- 
rupted by it. The principles on which this plan was 
founded were these : that the teaching of error should be 
excluded — that the sacred right of parents should be re- 
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spected — that the Scripture should be free, and freely 
taught, to all who would be willing to receive it — and that 
no dishonour should be put upon Holy Writ, by dismissing 
a portion of the school when it was read, as if it had 
something questionable in it, or that we admitted it to be 
a book in some way dangerous or objectionable, such as 
we would be ashamed or afraid to acknowledge as our 
guide and hope before all. These were the principles on 
which the majority of the clergy of the diocese of Deny, 
with the aid and concurrence of some influential members 
of the diocese of Raphoe, drew up the address ; and I 
confess that, after eight years of reflection and observa- 
tion, I have not seen any thing questionable or contrary 
to duty in the clergy of the Church, not, observe, origi- 
nating, but acquiescing in such a plan of national educa- 
tion, if originated by the government. Perhaps my high 
views of the parental and filial relation may have contri- 
buted, in some measure, to influence my opinions, and to 
give my mind a bias in this matter. 

But this is not at present the thing in question. That 
to which I would particularly direct attention, as mani- 
festing the mind of the Church of Ireland on this subject, 
is, that a most respectable minority ' of «the diocese of 
Derry, headed by two of the most influential members 
of our body, the Archdeacon and the Vicar-General of 
the diocese, entered a solemn protest against our scheme, 
and that, when it was published, the clergy of Ireland, 
with one voice, rejected it— that Armagh, Dublin, Down, 
Kilmore, and many other dioceses, regularly convoked 
and assembled, denounced the Derry plan, as aiding the 
parents in shutting out, at their will, from their children, 
the knowledge of the Holy Scriptures, which, as they 
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asserted, we had no more right to do, than to assist 
them in shuttmg up their children from the air we breathe 
or from the light of heaven. In this opinion, therefore, 
the clergy of Derry, whatever their private convictions 
might be, acquiesced, and took no farther steps in the 
direction of their own proposition. Now, eight years 
only have elapsed since the clergy of Ireland rejected 
the Derry scheme of education, as making too large con- 
cessions to the liberalism of the age. We are still within 
the limits of the same generation of clergy who stood 
upon these principles, and I am bold to say (notwith- 
standing the very intelligible insinuations of our elder 
Brother, that it was party and not principle which brought 
on this conflict, and that we will quietly yield to the 
Tories that ground which we covered with the temporary 
and moveable fascines of duty and conscience against the 
assault of the Whigs) — ^I am bold to say, that it is im- 
possible for the same men, who rejected the Derry ad- 
dress, as a tampering with conscience, even when the 
National Education scheme was yet green and unde- 
veloped, to come now, as Mr. Woodward suspects and 
hints they wish to do, into the ripe and full-blown system 
of the Board. For these reasons I don't believe it. 

There is just one other point which I wish to notice, 
and to the assertion of Mr. Woodward respecting which, 
the convictions of my mind, though it be in some degree 
a matter of speculation, would give a decided contradic- 
tion. " Never (he says, at page 35) has Romanism 
flourished more, or put forth greater energies, than while 
it was the fashion of the day, by any agencies or inst^-u- 
ments or means underhand or overhand, to press the 
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heftring or reading of the Bible upon the people/' One 
part 9{ this assertion of Mr. Woodward is, I am con- 
vinced, true ; and the other, I am persuaded, is contrary 
to fact. That Romanism has put forth greater energies 
and made greater efforts in this country of late years, 
since the jeading of the Bible has been (not as ^^ a fashion 
of the day," but) honestly and faithfuUy pressed upon the 
people, cannot, I think, be denied ; and this, we may add, 
was only natural. When the strong man armed kept his 
palace and his goods in peace, what was the necessity for 
putting forth energy or effort ? It was the coming of the 
stronger that roused him to the conflict. But that on 
that account, Romanism, as a religion^ has flourished 
more during that period, I most positively deny. It is 
as notorious as the sun at noonday, that the Bible-reading 
which has been going on for some years — that the very 
contest respecting the reading of it, and doubtless the 
religious discussions which grew out of this question, have 
moved over the dead-sea surface of Romanism in Ireland, 
with a disturbing power, and have compelled the Roman 
Catholic priesthood to resort to other weapons than those 
of the mere spiritual armoury of the church to defend 
their empire. As far as my observation extends, the 
mind of the Roman Catholics of the present day, in 
respect of their supposed blind submission to their clergy, 
is no more the mind of the Roman Catholics of thirty 
years ago, than it is Islamism. ^< You don't know (said 
an intelligent Roman Catholic priest to me one day, to 
whom I was expressing my really grateful acknowledge- 
ments for the kind way in which he had encouraged my 
scripture schools), you don't know what a deal of trouble 
you give us with these Scripture schools and all this read- 
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ing and talking about scripture. I'll tell you a curious 
fact— I have found it absolutely neoessary, in order to 
satisfy the people, to take up the Testament, and to read 
a text out of it, and to preach regular sermons to them ; 
and I can tell you this too, that because I am reported 
to preach out of the Scripture, the people come to hear 
me from three or four parishes round. There's the trouble 
you give us." And that this growing independency of 
thought among the Roman Catholic people is not limited 
to any particular locality, is manifest from the late contests 
in Mayo (I think) respecting the priests' dues. It is to 
be observed that all these things took place antecedent to 
the late political excitement. 

And now, with regard to this present political movement, 
which I suspect is that which Mr. Woodward means by 
'^ Romanism flourishing more,'' I ask, what has heeh the 
cause that could induce the Roman Catholic clergy to put 
themselves at the head of it? What has forced them into 
this new, and, to them, most perilous position, to become, 
what the Roman church never before adventured, which is 
so alien, too, to the whole spirit and principle on which the 
power and influence of that church are founded, leaders in 
this country of the democratic and revolutionary spirit? 
Upon this, to them most dangerous experiment, as 
likely hereafter to recoil upon themselves, they have been 
forced, I am persuaded, as a means to maintain their 
declining authority, and that by a twofold pressure — ^by 
the growth of infidelity, through the influence of a purely 
secular instruction in one class of schools, and by the 
increase of religious light and knowledge, through scrip- 
tural instruction in another — by the subverting of all prin- 
ciple and all the usual foundations of control, through 
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the former instrumentality, and by the introduction of 
sounder principles and a higher control, through the 
agency of the latter — by the illumination, in short, of 
the nineteenth century forcing its way irresistibly even 
into the dark recesses of the iron-bound shores of Ireland. 
It is, doubtless, this attitude of the Roman Catholic 
clergy, as leaders of the present political movement, which 
has made Mr. Woodward mistake their weakness for tiieir 
strength. 

I have thus endeavoured to bring the principal 
^< Thoughts" of this pamphlet to the test of fact and 
reason, and trust that I have shown, even unequal as 
I am to Mr, Woodward in all those accomplishments 
of mind and elegancies of style which have always won 
for him such deserved admiration, that on this subject, 
the visions of the finest intellect, which has ^^ come forth 
from a hiding-place," cannot bear the scrutiny even of 
a very common mind, which has been actively engaged 
in this rude educational conflict — ^has been much occupied 
in the practical working of joint education schools of 
all kinds, and has had for a long period experience of 
their various influences and effects. It may be said that, 
in adducing facts, I have gathered them from one locality 
— one which presents a very favourable and somewhat 
unusual specimen of the tone of Roman Catholic feeling 
and intelligence. If this were true, which I am not 
aware that it is, it would only make for, and not against, 
my argument — ^it would only show more distinctly the 
ameliorating and improving influence, both in a religious 
and in an intellectual point of view, of the persevered in 
working, for a long season, of scriptural schools in a par- 
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ticular neighbourhood, and of the free and afifectionate 
intercourse of the clergyman of the parish with the Roman 
Catholic people, and upon every fair occasion, I will add, 
with their priests also. 

It is with great timidity and many misgivings that I 
submit this, I may say, my solitary adventure in the way 
of controversy to the public. Nothing but the pressure 
of a subject which I believe to be vital to the church — 
which I believe to be of momentous interest to the coun- 
try, in its social, civil, and religious aspects, and in the 
issue of which are bound up many of those consequences to 
myself personally most dear, could have forced me on such 
an effort. I felt that Mr. Woodward had given the weight, 
not only of his character, but of his years also, to induce 
the Church to take a step by which its own highest duties 
and the last hope of the country would be compromised. 
The crisis was urgent. A speedy answer* was needful to 
stay the evil. What was to be done must be done quickly. 
I did not like to leave such a veteran to be encountered 
by the ready but perhaps too rash hand of youth and in- 
experience. Something of the counterpoise of years, 
however undistinguished, must be brought to weigh 
against one so long a champion in the Church's field. This 
is my apology for putting myself forward among my 
brethren. 



* When these last pages were written, I had only known of the exis- 
tence of Mr. Woodward's pamphlet for about ten days, and was not, as 
will be seen, aware that it had received several answers, or indeed that 
there had be^n time since its publication for snch. I do not, however, on 
that account withhold that which I have written. It is well to have great 
principles established in the month of many witnessess — especially when 
these show the coQsentient voice of the north and the south on this vital 
subject. 
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Few can feel this subject ^more strongly than I feel it. 
I can truly say that the hours I spend, and they are 
many, in a country school or in my church classes, in 
wakening up and calling forth into actiTC exercise the in- 
tellectual, moral, and religious faculties and sympathies of 
the young, are my happiest hours. AH other seasons and 
fulfilled duties, even the highest, are accompanied with some 
fears, some misgivings, something that conscience can pass 
its shadow over. But these are free from all this. They 
have no cloud rising upon the past — no sorrow darkening 
over the present — ^no remanent bitterness in the retro- 
spect. If my duty and oflSce would permit, I could freely 
give up my whole life to this one labour. So strongly do 
I feel its value — so paramount to all others does it appear 
to me in its influences of good. He that would take this 
from me, would take from me the very life and hope of 
my heart. 

It is the fear of being narrowed in from conscientiously 
enjoying these my sweetest comforts and most honoured 
duties, which has roused me up to this controversy. I 
know the measure of my own strength and the slenderness 
of my weapons of warfare better than most. But I am 
stayed amidst conscious weakness against all opponents, 
by my firm conviction of the truth of the cause I have un- 
dertaken to defend, and upborne even against the taunts 
of a feeble advocacy from the friends of that cause, who 
would like, doubtless, to see it shielded by an abler cham- 
pion, by the secret whisper of that high word of promise — 
" Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the 
Lord." 

THE END. 
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